National Science Day Celebrations-2020
REPORT

litle of the Programme

KSCSTE Sponsored National Science Day Celebrations-2020
Focal Theme: Women in Science

Name of the Coordinator:

Abdul Bari KK,

Assistant Professor,

Department of Microbiology
Name and Address of the Institute:

Pazhassiraja College

Pulpally P. O.

Wayanad

Date: 20" F 202
(Programme schedule is attached)

Description of the Programme
Two events were organized by the Department of Microbiology in order to observe the National

Science Day 2020.
A. Quiz Competition
Venue: Chithrasala (Audio Visual Theatre, Pazhassiraja College)

Date & Time: 20/02/2020, 10.30 am

Theme of the quiz: Women in Science and Development.

A total of 10 teams, each team comprises two members, participated the programme. Students

from all the departments of Pazhassiraja College engaged in this event with great enthusiasm. A

good number of spectators from the Departments of Microbiology and Biochemistry flourished

the occasion. The team from the Department of Biochemistry secured the first place and students
from Mass communication reached at second position. The quiz programme was controlled by P
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2. Invited lecture: Applications of Bioinformatics

Department of Microbiology. He

The session was chaired by Dr. Dinesh M. D., Asst. Professor,
ter tools and

introduced the speaker Dr. Merlyn to the audience. She explained the compu

techniques employed in biological studies. Various online and offline softwares were

demonstrated for sequence and structure related analysis. The importance and future applications

of such techniques were discussed with much interesting questions from the students
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ssion ended by the active involvement of students through various questions and
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discussions therafter.
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Merlyn. T ize for i i
y yn. The cash prize for the winners in the quiz competition conducted were presented by Dr.
erlyn. The vote of thanks for the session was delivered b
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Details of Resource Person
Complete Academic Profile

Dr. Merlin Lopus

Post Doctoral Fellow
Co H o . o
mmunity Agrobiodiversity Center E-mail: merlinlettizha@gmail.com

M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, Mobile: +918078337530

Wayanad, Kerala, India 673577 DOB: 23/05/1987, 32 years

A. Education

* PhD in Bioinformatics from VIT University, Vellore, India - 2017
* M. Tech in Bioinformatics, Sathyabama University, Chennai, India - 2010
* B. Tech in Biomedical Engineering, Bharath University, Chennai, India - 2008

B. Professional Experience

Post Doctoral Fellow - Community Agrobiodiversity Center, MSSRF, Wayanad, Kerala, India (June
2019 to present)

Project Coordinator- Community Agrobiodiversity Center, MSSRF, Wayanad, Kerala, India ~ (January
2019 to April 2019)

Assistant Professor- Rajiv Gandhi College of Engineering, Chennai, India (June 2012 to May 2017)

Assistant Professor- Sahrdaya College of Engineering, Thrissur, Kerala, India (June 2010 to August 2011)
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D. New projects in pipeline

1. ‘Analysis of population structure and diversity in indigenous varieties of legumes in Wayanad’.
Full proposal currently under review with DST, India for a period of 5 years, Role: Principal
Investigator and Project Coordinator.
£. Research guidance

e Have supervised research work of more than 10 Bachelors students
F. Research Publications

|. Merlin Lopus, D. Meshach Paul and R. Rajasekaran (2016). Unraveling the Deleterious
Effects of Cancer Driven STK11 Mutants Through Conformational Sampling Approach,
Cancer Informatics, Vol. 15, pp. 35-44.

2. Prajeesh Tomy, Merlin Lopus, Rajasekaran (2018), Identifying the Deleterious Effects of

Cancer Driven Madl, BRAF and STK11 Mutants through Conformational Sampling
Approach, Journal of Bionanoscience, Vol. 12, pp. 1-8.

Merlin Lopus and R. Rajasekaran (2014). Exploring the Missense Mutation Impact on
STK11 which Cause Peutz-Jeghers Syndrome by Computational Analysis, International
Journal of ChemTech Research, Vol.6, No.2, pp 1251-1267.

Merlin Lopus and R. Rajasekaran (2013). In silico Analysis of Detrimental Missense

Mutations in P110 g that Cause Cancer, Journal of Bionanoscience sVol. 7, pp. 1-8

5. Merli
in Lopus, P, Chandrasekaran, K. Sreevishnupriya, R. Rajasekaran, K. Raman




and Shanthi (2013). Computational Approach to Explore the Functional Missense
Mutations in the Spindle Check Point Protein Madl, Frontiers in Biology, Vol. 8, No.6,
pp. 618-625.

6. Jagannathan, Merlin Lopus, Kukku Thomas (2014). Ambulatory Wireless Monitoring
of Tremors in Patients with Parkinson's Disease, Middle East Journal of Scientific

Research, Vol. 20 Issue 12, p1894.

G. Research articles currently under review in international journals

* Merlin Lopus, Suja George, Binesh, Dileep, K. Characterization of Drought Responsive
Genes of CIPK and CDPK Families in Rice, Maize and Sorghum, Currently under review

in ‘Indian Journal of Biotechnology’.

Merlin Lopus, Suja George. Comparative analysis of drought responsive calcium sensor

genes by using conformation sampling approach; currently under review in ‘Molecular
Biology”.

H. Editor/Reviewer

* Editorial Board member, Computational Biology and Bioinformatics (CBB)
Number and Details of the Participants

A total of 95 students attended the programme.

The students belongs to Department of Microbiology, Biochemistry , Food Science and
Agriculture of Pazhassiraja College.
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