PAZHASSIRAJA COLLEGE, PULPALLY
DEPARTMENT OF VOCATIONAL STUDIES (AGRICULTURE)
SWADESHI INCUBATION CENTRE

Venue : Pazhassiraja College, Pulpally
Date:  22/12/2021
Resource Person: Abhijith Padukana
Objective: To provide students and interested rural population knowledge on mushroom cultivation.
	The department of Vocational studies organized a workshop on “Mushroom Cultivation” on December 22, 2021 at 2.00 p.m. The workshop focused on providing students and farmers an hands on training and an elaborate technical session including the various aspects involved in the cultivation of mushroom. 
	Mr. Abhijith Padukana (MSc. Biotechnology, PhD Scholar) from Dr. Mushroom Agro Tech. Pvt. handled the session. He gave a detailed lecture on mushroom cultivation viz., the temperature and humidity requirement for growing mushrooms, botany of mushrooms, different types of edible mushroom (Button, Milky, Shiitake mushroom, Maitake, White, Oyster, Reishi mushroom), the process of mushroom cultivation, Value added products from mushroom, Nutritional benefits and the possibilities of entrepreneurship in mushroom cultivation.
	A demonstration on preparing mushroom beds was given. 500 g Mushroom spawn can be used for preparing 4-5 beds. Paddy straw which is sterilized by boiling in hot water for 2 hours was used as a substrate. Mushroom spawn and the sterilized paddy straw are layered in a polythene bag and tied using a rubber band. Holes are made in the polythene bag to facilitate air flow. In the interactive session after the lecture students and farmers cleared their doubts and students were given hands on training for bed preparation. Students and faculty from Department of vocational studies and a few farmers attended the workshop.
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