NATIONAL SEMINAR ON ACCESSIBLE TOURISM 
A one day National Seminar on Accessible Tourism, organized by the Department of Travel and Tourism Management, held at Pazhassiraja College, Pulpally on 27th September 2016 in connection with World Tourism Day celebrations. Accessible tourism is a process of enabling people with disabilities and seniors to function independently and with equity and dignity through the delivery of global tourism products, services and environments. It includes mobility, vision hearing and cognitive dimensions of access. Accessible tourism is not just about people with disabilities but about everyone. It is the main element of any responsible and sustainable context of tourism. Accessible tourism is important because accessibility is a human right and an important tourism opportunity. By ensuring tourism accessible, there is more scope for business development for individuals and organisations in tourism as well. It ensures that accessible tourism is developed in a sustainable manner. There are many economic reasons that tourism may not be accessible for some people. 
Objectives of the seminar	
The core objective of the seminar is to draw attention about the need of accessible tourism among the participants. It focuses on the study of needs of consumers especially the persons with disabilities, senior persons and cross-generational families’. The seminar emphases on how to overcome attitudinal and institutional barriers in the society among the disabled travellers across the universe. The focus of discussions was to identify the challenges faced by the destination and tourism industries in promoting accessible tourism and to develop strategies to promote socialized tourism.
The discussions were fruitful and the participants and the officials participated in the seminar realized the various aspects associated with promoting accessible tourism and to promote accessible tourism in the state.
Session Highlights
1 Inauguration 
2 Challenges and Opportunities
3 Sharing of experiences
4 Prospects Kerala as a health tourism destination.
This one day seminar witnessed vibrant academic discussions and shared views on accessible tourism from the participants across the state and the country. A couple of research papers were presented during the seminar. More than 150 delegates including academicians, policy makers, industry personnel, and student’s experts were participated in the seminar.
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