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1. Introduction - - Sy 2] :
The contribution of Christians to India’s nation buildin
received much attention in the mainstream academic circles. Indian sqq;
= multicultural and is shaped by the efforts of many of its constitey
communities. Beginning with the oldest Christian community in India f;.l .
Syrian Christians of Kerala, who trace their origin to the very dawn 0; the
Christian era before Christianity entered much of Europe,” the diﬂ‘,:mne
Christian communities, particularly the missionaries imbibed the spirit o}
pation building and enriched the life, economy and culture of the natigp
_ The impact of Christian activities is more conspicuous as European
missionaries came to work in India since early sixteenth century. They have
made substantial contribution to Indian languages, modem printing,
geographical survey, astronomy, modern education, modern health care,
Christian literature, and upliftment of the marginalized sections of Indian
socicty. Besides, the Indian Christian community was actively involved in
the qaiiuual freedom movement in India. This paper is limited to only a
certain areas of their contribution to national building with special focus on
Kerala Christians in the modern period. But a cursory overview of the theme

periaining to the ancient and medieval periods is given in the next two
sections,

On‘

2. Christian Contribution in Ancient and Early Medieval Periods

gm,&w"g the ancient and medieval periods, Christianity existed only in
- Apost] if ing to the tradition of the St. Thomas Christians in Kerala, the
e of Jesus Christ St. Thomas, came to Kodungaloor, in Kerala In 52

AD i :
schu]l;sdm‘m the message of the Gospel in India.” Though some
Thomas Chr expressed doubt about the first century tradition of the St

Spiitial ang serpe, 115 beyond doubt that from the fourth centy the
- the missionar; es;asuca]‘ care of $t. Thomas Christians was undertaken b
. - Obtained inmcfmnr?n f Sassanid Persia. The archaeological rentiAl”
Pans of India atgey t:()sg:lh century Pahlavi inscribed crosses from T;;vj:
mg(fhnslm Settfers presence of a commercial group of Pa

many parts of India.*

2 has ngy

missionaries from Western Europe in
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The signal contribution of the migrant Christians and the native St.
Thomas Christians was in the realm of trade and commerce during this
period and later in cultivation, and other modern pursuits in education, health
care, etc. Scholars have highlighted the contribution of the Syrian Christians
in the political economy of Kerala.® As the Christian community had enjoyed
high position in the Kerala society, it had a strong clout in the public domain.
They generally engaged in three sections of occupation viz., intemal and
external trade, spice cultivation and military service. The Christian traders
engaged in commercial activities .with -the Persian Gulf and had a strong
merchant guild in Kerala, called Manigramam. The Christians enjoyed the
monopoly of pepper and other spice trade in Kerala. As a'part of their trade
activities a large number of Angadies (markets) were"established -around. -
churches for collecting cargo of spices. Besides trade, they engaged’in the
cultivation of spices in the internal parts of central Kerala. It is believed that =~ ©
by the sixth and seventh centuries they cleared large tracts of forests and
started spice cultivation in the upland zones. A sixteenth century Portuguese
document says the “All pepper was in the hands of St. Thomas Christians
and that majority of the pepper that went to Portugal was sold by them.™
Spice cultivation provided a strong financial base and social status to the
Syrian Christians. Besides, they had a strong military tradition in medieval
Kerala: they fought for the rulers of many native principalities. Like the
Hindu Nairs, the Christian panikkars had established many kalaris (martial
training centres) in the Christian settlements for martial arts and fencing.”
The Christians formed a prominent section in the fighting force under many
local rulers. For instance, the king of Vadakkenkur and the Raja of Kochi
had large battalions of Christian soldiers. These rulers offered Christian
soldiers to the Portuguese for their foreign conquests also.® The Syrian
Christians were appointed in many high administrative positions under the
local rulers in the medieval period. For instance, Poonjar Raja appointed a
Syrian Christian as his minister in the seventeenth century, according to the
Portuguese text Jornada. The Raja of Thekkumkur had a Christian minister,
Kallarakkal Tharakan, and Thachil Thariathu was the minister of : the
Mangattu Kaimals of Alengadu."' Overall, the commercial and military
activities of the Christians, during this period, made them a distinctive
community in Kerala, and were strong points in nation building.

3, Christian Contribution in the Pre-modern Period

One of the important channels of early modemity to India was the
preaching and activities of Christian missionaries fmm'Europe. Aﬁe_r Ehe
advent of the Porfugucse navigator Vasco da Gama in 1498, Christian
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the coming sections we shall focus on certain areas of nation building i the
modemn period. the period pertaining to this paper.

4. Christian Participation in the National Freedom Movement in Kerala

Just as their counterparts elsewhere in India,!' Christians were
prominent in the national movement for freedom in Kerala as well. Though
the British government had tried to wean the Christians away from the
national movement, they failed to yield desired results in Kerala, People in
the Princely States of Travancore and Cochin in south and central Kerala and
in the British-ruled Malabar (North Kerala) actively participated in the
agitations against the policies of the British. Since the beginning of the

political movement of Travancore,
1891, the Christians actively p

Malayalee Memorial was a Ie
Travancore sj

the

for
M

efront of the Memori
: orial,
“ikathanar and Cyriac Nighi

gned by 10028 peop

educated youths of Travancore i
: core in place of undue preference given to
Tamil Brahmins, The Christian, p A

starting with the Malayalee Memorial of
articipated in the national movement.
presentation given to the Maharaja of
le demanding more job opportunities for

Nair and Ezhava communities were at the
The Christian leaders like Nidhirikkal

; rikkal ili istians to demand
more job opportunities B¢ Chiiat al mobilized the Christians to

: Annie MaSCarcn
1902-
fighters Tmmm;lé 902-1963

of
(TS 12

The
the Struggle
M. the Cjye

ians in Travancore.

) was one of the early women freedom

s 4 promin Congress
politica] care, Prominent leader of Travancore State Congres

f(ll' Rcs : e
D 'b&?;i!‘? Government in Travancore.' She participate

¢r of Anne Mascarene started with her joining if

~ovement in Travancore along with Pattor
* eadache to the British, When she became “1;
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imprisoned her for treason. Another prominent Syrian Christian leader of _lhe
TSC was Accamma Cherian (1909-1982), who led a legendary fight against
the autocratic rule of the Diwan of Travancore, Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Ayyer.
When the Diwan banned the TSC and arrested its leaders, Accamma Cherian
took the leadership of TSC. She led a massive rally of the people in
Travancore in 1938, demanding revoking the ban of TSC, releasing of
political prisoners and expelling Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyyar frorr} the post
of ‘Diwanship. ‘Around 20000 people attended the rally starting from

- Thampanoor to Kowadiar Palace of the Travancore King Sri Chithira Tirunal

Balarama Varma. Though the British Police Commander ordered to fire
upon the people, they had to withdraw from firing when the Christian leader
Accamma Cherian courageously said “I am the leader, shoot me first, before
shooting others.” She was also arrested and imprisoned by the British.
Another Christian leader Rosamma Punnoose, sister of Accamma Cherian,
was also a freedom fighter of Travancore.

Among the early freedom fighters of Travancore T. M. Varghese was

a unique figure. He was an important leader of the Abstention Movement
started in Travancore in 1932. He very strongly criticized the oppressive
policies of the Diwan of Travancore, when he was the president of TSC.
Christian leaders like E. J. John, N.V. Joseph and T. M. Varghese actively
participated in the Nivarthana Agitation in Travancore. In Kochi, since the
Electricity Agitation of 1936 the Christian community was in the mainstream
of the national movement. Trissur was the centre of nationalist agitations of
the Christian community of Kochi Kingdom.'" The leaders and people of
Kochi very strongly supported the popular agitations of Travancore.

The Christians of British Malabar also participated in the freedom
movement. Mr. Samuel Aaron, Mrs. Gracy Aaron and Mrs. Margret
Pavamoni participated in the freedom movement at various levels. As a
token of recognition of the role of the Christian community in the national

movement in Malabar, Prof. C. J. Varkey of the Madras Legislature was
included in the Cabinet of C. Rajagopalachari.'?

At the national level, George Joseph was a leading figure in Indian
National Congress. He was a close associate of national leaders like
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, C. Rajagopalachari and Sardar
Vallabhai Patel. His good relationship with Annie Besant attracted him to
Home Rule Movement in 1916 and later he became a member of Home Rule
Leauge in Madurai.'® He took a leading role in Vaikkom Satyagraha
(Agitation for the right of the low caste people to have access to temples) in
Kerala in 1924. He attended the All India Congress Meeting at Madras and
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In the 19® century, the credit of spreading western educatiop A
Kerala largely goes to the Protestant missionaries in Travanc_orc and Cochip
and British-ruled Malabar. The two mission societies workmg 1nsouthern
Kerala, the London Mission Society (LMS) and the I(_;h_urch Mission Society
(CMS) and the Basel Evangelical Mission (BEM) in Malabar promoted
western education and ideas among the people especially the low castes,'®
The first LMS missionary in Travancore was a German Lutheran W. T,
Ringeltaube, who started his work in Trivandrum and Nagarcoil region in
1806, Irrespective of caste and race he founded many schools where free
secular education was given to poor children. In the beginning he found it
very difficult to get students in his school but by 1815 he had 188 boys in his
school. The missionaries did not receive enough support from the English
Esst India Company in Travancore for their activities.'® Charles Mead,
another LMS missionary worked in Travancore for more than half a century
for the educational progress of the poor people. He had started a Boarding
Girls School in Nagarcoil in 1820 and provided training in reading, writing,
slm_:hm& embroidery and mathematics,

10, the -
T s F 18cang |
- Portuguese 10 centres in Cochin in 1518 near their monasterjes, St-Paulig. 4
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Table- 1: Educational Institutions of LMS in Travancore 1866

Institutions Boys Girls Total
Nagarcoil Seminary | 147 - 147
Boarding Schools 64 200 264
Anglo-Vernacular 352 - 352
Day Schools

Village Schools . 5425 1290 6715
NightSchools 358 |17 375
Total ~[6346  [1507 | 7853

Koji Kawashima, Missionaries and a Hindu State: Travancore 1858-
1936, p.86.

Since 1816, the CMS missionaries started their work in Kerala under
the patronage Col. John Munro, Resident and Diwan of Travancore. The first
CMS missionary, Thomas Norton reached Kochi in 1816 and established a
school at Alappuzha. Later he established 11 schools in Alappuzha with 301
boys and 57 girls. His wife Mrs. Norton established a Boarding School for
Girls in Alappuzha. Benjamin Baily, Joseph Fenn and Henry Backer of CMS
had contributed much to the educational, social and cultural development of
Kottayam. The wives of most of these missionaries set up schools for girls in
Kottayam for the promotion of female education. Under the leadership of
Col. John Munro, Resident and Diwan of the King of Travancore, the CMS
College was established in 1813 with the liberal support of the Maharani of
Travancore, Gowri Lakshmi Bhai.® In Cochin, the first school was started at
Mattancherry in 1818 by the English missionary J. Dawson. Under the
influence of Diwan Col, Munro, the Maharani of Travancore, Gowri
Parvathi Bai introduced free and compulsory school education and forced the
parents of the children to send their wards to school. An English High
School in Cochin was started in 1845,

The St. Joseph’s Boy's School at Calicut was probably the first
missionary educational institution in Malabar. It was established in 1793 by
Fr. Gabriel Gonsalves, a Cattholic missionary, under the Diocese of
Cranganore.”' This school has become a part of Kerala history as it has
produced many outstanding luminaries from Malabar. In the 19" century,
Protestant missionaries took great interest in the spreading the message of
Jesus Christ. As noted earlier, the German BEM was the pioneer in
missionary activities in Malabar region.” Initially, the BEM met with some

T W R -u e d
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as a mark Ue m;'::the development of the school. Another schoo] 4 0
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?f:?s]ssmm as an English School by the Basel @ssiomw Rev. J. Strobe,
To attract more local students it was converted into an Anglo :

e 2 “Vetnacyly
School in 1860. Later it was upgraded to Middle School in 1864 b

and f‘mally
it became a High School in 1905.

As for government responsibility for t?ducation, until 1830’ e
Travancore Government had almost no interest in Fhe education of ordinary
people. Education was normally imparted through indigenous schools under
village school masters called Asans (teachers). According to an estimate of
1865-66, the government schools in Travancore had only 1067 pupils, while
the LMS had 8081 and the CMS 2209 pupils.”® The first English school was
opened in 1834 under the guidance of CMS missionary John Roberts®* The
King invited Roberts to start an English School in the capital. Along with
this institution the Travancore Government established several District
English Schools supervised by J. Roberts. Later in 1855, the Maharaja
appointed Charles Mead as the Superintendent of Education in Travancore

and under him efforts were made to revive District Schools in Travancore. In
short, the Travancore

; Government depended on missionaries for the
educational development of the State, %

s “Tg‘léhwcait;mllc] mlssionar_ie_s had founded educational institutions,
education, Whep mem}l!y s m“'_‘l‘:_BEd members had access to modern
institutions, Catholics emesmt missionaries launched many educational
crotestant ideas, The Cgat];a;“y kept away from these, for fear of imbibing
0 establishing English Elcs, especially Syrian Catholics, were very slow
st decades of the nin;: oS el Prg}smoting education in Kerala till the

h century; They made significant progress in

e —
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2 « 4 P f
ishine schools only after 1880’s. The introduction (?f liberal system 0
:;taalzlj;l}:gg for the ‘k"n's'sY time in 1868-69 gave a substa.mu’:\'l _boosl to p!wa;.z
enterprise in education. Roman Catholic _schools receiving grantl-m—a
during 1895 was only 49 but in the same penodiﬁ% Protestant schoo ls. \ln.rze‘:)ne‘h
receiving grant-in aid from the govemment. How_cv_er, by ear 3,.r11151‘r
century, the Catholic Church had a larger share of Christian schools ( ; _)
than the Protestant (779) or Orthodox Churches (272) as can be noted in
Table-2. Also, by the end of the nineteenth cenfury mative Christians
managed more educational institutions than foreign missionaries in Kerala.

Table-2: Distribution of Christian-Run Schools (Protestant and

Catholic) in Kerala 1908

Denomination \ No. of Schools \
l London Missionary Society l 393 \
l Church Missionary Society l 296 \
l Church of England Zenana Mission l 16 : \
‘ Salvation Army s \_14_ . \
1 Archdiocese of Verapoly = \ 130 \
. Archdiocese of Quilon \ 147

‘ Archdiocese of Cochin 92

\ The Vicariat Apostolic of Chenganassery \ 424
‘ The Vicariat Apostolic of Emakulam \

\
\
|
178 ; ; \
w

lE: Vicariat Apostolic of Trichur \ 186
‘ Malankara Jacobite Syrian Church 175 \
Flanakara Marthoma Syrian Church ]97 l
Grand Total \ 2198 \
Source: E. T. Mathew, “Growth of Literacy in Kerala”, EPW 34,
39(1999), p. 2816

6. Missionaries and Malayalam

The first attempt of the foreign missionaries was to learn the local
languages and even master them. They studied the vernacular languages
mainly to spread the message of the Christ to the natives. Their first step in
this direction was the preparation of elementary grammar in tune with Latin,
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given u;) {.azﬂmg!m Malabarica Grnathoniche and Lingua Malapg,,;
works Primm The carly Wworks of Carmelite missionaries agido tﬁa
Rﬂdlmbeﬂtiiu o Malayalam language and Christian ]iterature by Ea;ne‘s;
o xiaden (1681-1732) (popularly known as Amos Pathiri) as ey o
Herman Gundart (1814-1893) arc outstanding examples of nation builging
The foreign missionaries aside, there are a number of Indian Christians yp,
enriched ‘Malayalam literature in general and created Christian literatyre in
particular.

7. Missionary Contribution to Health Care

It should be noted that modern healthcare and western medicinal
practices were introduced in India during the Portuguese period. The
Portuguese established hospitals at Goa, Cochin, Cannanore, Diu, Daman
and Vasai. They appointed physicians and surgeons from Europe and
brought modern medicine for the people of India. The Portuguese charitable
institution called Misericordia (House of Mercy) managed the early centres
of medical care in India. Later, when the Jesuits arrived in Goa, the
management of these institutions was given to them. When the number of
patients increased more hospitals were set up in Goa namely the R9yﬂl
Hospital, Hospital of All Saints and Hospital of St. Lazarus.” Contagious
g:]m?;sis like leprosy and sexual diseases were specially treated in these

Sprials.

= 'dergi_any Chris_:ian missionaries promoted indigenous medical p@“"ﬁz
Pm:; hﬁEd'rni:dlcir_zal propetties of various plants and herbs in India.

the Dﬁ:ﬁe Gn;‘sslonanes D. John Caesarius and Carmelite Mathaeus helﬁp
'1703).a rich ::mw van Rheede to compile the Hortus Malabaricts {; ern
- medical institutione dium of herbal plants in Malabar. Many 7 Ida

of India were earlier established by the missionaries-
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Sophia Scudder, daughter of American missionary parents in India
established a small dispensary in Vellore, near Madras in 1900 which
beeame the famous Medical College of Vellore.™® The Christian community
has also set up'a few medical colleges in various parts of India,

In Kerala also, modern medicine was first introduced by

missionaries, who set up dispensaries and hospitals alongside their mission
centres. These institutions catered to the public in general and the poor in
particular. Today, the health care system is well developed in Kerala, much
credit for which should be given to the Christian community, which runs a
very large number of health care institutions such as dispensaries, hospitals,
medical colleges, etc., throughout the state.

8. Christian Contribution to Social Reforms in Kerala

The missionaries realized the need of social reforms in Kerala when
they understood the oppressive caste system. The low caste sections of the
people like Parayas, Pulayas and Ezhavas suffered severe social
discrimination for centuries, in Kerala. Slavery, Uzhiyam (forced labour),
caste restrictions (restrictions on the use of breast-cloth), untouchability and
s0 on were some of worst social evils that existed in Kerala. Though the
Travancore Government abolished slavery by the Act V of 1843, the
complete emancipation of slavery was finally achieved in 1855 due to the
continuous pressure of the Christian missionaries. Later the missionaries
agitated against the practice of Uzhiyam or forced labour. It was performed
in temples on Sundays and for the high caste landlords. Though lower caste
Christians were exempted from Uzhiyam, a strong agitation took place in

Travancore under CMS missionaries led by Joseph Peet in 1851, due to
which Uzhiyam was finally abolished in 1859.

The famous social action undertaken by the missionaries in south
Travancore was the fight to get the right of Dalit women to cover the upper
part of their bodies, which was denied to them by the upper caste Hindus.
The LMS missionaries took up this issue and tried to get this social evil
abolished by the Government. Under the leadership of Charles Mead the
Channar (Shanar) women of Travancore began the agitation for the right to
wear upper jacket (hence called Melmundukalapam). The leadership and

pressure of several Christian missionaries finally led to the abolition of this-
social evil in 1859.

9. Contribution to Journalism and National Mevement in Kerala

The beginning of modern printing in India was started by Ianit'_
missionaries in Goa in 1556. Both religious and secular works were printed
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Ittuppu Mampilli also established a printi}nsg press at Kochi and star_ted ald'l
English journal, Malabar Herald in 1905.” He c_ntwlzecl the corruption an
negligence of the British officers in admimsn'atu_)t_l through his writings in
Malabar Herald which became a threat to the British officers. Through this
journal he completely supported the struggle of Travancore State Congress.
The British tried to suppress this journal and Ittupu had to pay a ﬁne‘ of Rs.
6000 in a case filed against this news paper. The criticism against Sir C. P,
Ramaswamy Ayyer and the printing of anti-government literature eventually
led to the ban of Malabar Herald. He was the first journalist who established
an English journal in Kerala.

10. Conclusion

Though the Christian community in Kerala is a minority community
its legacy in nation building is great and unique. It is a well established fact
that since the early decades of the sixteenth century Christian communities
began to greatly influence the culture and tradition of Kerala and India. Even
though the colonial powers were also Christians, the Indian Christians in
India never supported the colonial designs, but rather actively participated in
the national movement. The Indian National Congress was deeply indebted
to the early Christian leaders of the Congress. In the field of education no
other agency has confributed as much as the Christians. So also, in social
reforms and uplifiment of the low castes the Christian community
contributed a major share. In health care, education and in bringing
awareness and national awakening through journalism, the Christians have
done yeoman service to the nation. A field of signal contribution is military
service: Christian participation in the defense services is above the
proportion of its population, a fact which is not highlighted. Notwithstanding
the unique contribution of the Christian community in India’s nation
rf;li:;:agait’hghr; :tr;.e mslt:rr]l;nict};'alm with vested interests who tend to downplay

A ¢ facts speak for themselves.
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Thachil Thariath was the father of Thachil Mathu Tharakan,
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Under Padroado Real or Royal Patronage the papacy had granted Portugal the rigy
control ecclesiastical appointments in all her overseas territories. "
The theme Christian participation in the national freedom movement at the all-India
level needs a separate study. It may be noted that the Bengal Christian Assaciafion
founded in 1878 was the first movement for freedom in which Christians participated.
The president of this organization was Krishna Mohan Banerji. Kali Charan Banerji was
an active member of this association. Later, parallel to Brahmasamaj, Calcutta Christu
Sr:m{ wias founded in 1887 by K. C. Banerji and C. Shome. Besides, many regional
organizations of Christians were established in British India to support the freedom
movement and to address the social and economic problems of the local Christians. The
WNafional Church of Madras (1886) founded by an Indian medical doctor S. Pazhani

Andy, Lucknow Christian Association(1892) and Poona Christian Association were the
%ly associations of the Christians in India,
Cui;nh:“:;zem.m“_‘““il){ had greatly involved in the working of Indian Natiom!
Ridingof ndi:;\:“c_e?llﬂn. Bengali Christian, W. C. Banerjee presided over (e
from 1888 1o lm]l — Congress(INC) in 1885. The presidents of the INC sessiors
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Another prominent Indian Christian leader K. T. Paul took part in the Second Round
Table Conference in London in 1931, Indian Christian leaders like K. C. Banerji and
C.G. Nath from Lahore and Peter Paul Pillai from Madras played a decisive role in the
deliberations of the early sessions of the congress. Indian Christian delegates like Madhu
Sunder Das of Orissa and R. S. N. Subramanya made lasting impact on the democralic
processes of India. In 1930, All India Christian Council, executive body of the All India
Council of Indian Christians adopted a resolution declaring the solidarity of Christians
with the thrust of the national movement. Goa Congress Committee founded in 1928 by
Tristao de Braganca Cunha was a leading political entity worked for the liberation of
Goa from the Portuguese rule. Joseph Baptista from Bombay, the contemporary of Bal
Gangadhar Tilak was a great advocate of nationalism and supporter the works of Tilak.
Travancore State Congress was formed in 1938,
The South Indian Princely States Peoples Conference held at Thiruvananthapuram in
1929 demanded the introduction of Responsible Governments in the Princely States. The
representatives of the Princely States like Hyderabad, Pudukkottai, Mysore, Kochi and
Travancore participated in the meeting.
f; Sreedhara Menon, Kerala and Freedom Struggle (Kottayam: D.C. Books, 1997), 126.
Thid, 127,
George Gheverghese Joseph, The Life and Times of a Kerala Christian Nationalist (New
Delhi: Orient Longman, 2003), 84-85.
This German Missionary Society became Basel Evangelical Mission Society on 25"
Sep. 1815 in Switzerland.
The London Mission Society (LMS) was established in 1795 by various Christian
groups like Congregationalists, the Presbyterians and the Methodists. The Evangelists
formed Church Mission Society under Church of England in 1799,
Koji Kawashima, Missionaries and a Hindu State: Travancore 1858-1936 (New Delhi:
Oxford University Press, 1998), 55-60.

Babu Cherian, Towards Modernity: The Story of the First College in India (New Delhi:
Media House, 2014), 13.

Later in 1892 Monsignor Michael Antony set up the St. Joseph's Girl's High School in
Calicut. He was the Bishop of Mangalore.

The Basel Mission did a wonderful work in providing industrial training 1o the natives,
They also set up industrial units which employed hundreds of natives,

Kawashima, op.cit, 84

This school was established under the initiative of Swathi Tirunal, Maharaja of
Travancore. Later this school was taken over by the Government and became His
Highness the Maharaja’s Free School.

The contribution of Catholic missionaries to the educational development of Travancore
and Cochin in the nineteenth century was minimal. Many views have been expressed for
this slow growth. According to one view Catholic missionaries were [talians, Spaniards
and non-English nationalities who found great difficulty in English Education. Another
view is that Portuguese Jesuits and Italian Carmelites did not have any interest in
English Education because they considered English language itself was symbolic of the
Anglican rebellion against Roman Catholic supremacy in Europe: E. T. Mathew,
“Growth of Literacy in Kerala: State Intervention, Missionary Initiatives and Social
Movements”, Economic and Political Weekly, 34 (39) (1999): 2815, < EES
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article, the history and work

The American Evangelical Lutheran Mission and
Social Change among the Malas in Colonial Coastal
Andhra, India: 1850-1950

Santha Jetty-Varikoti

[Mrs. Santha Jetty-Varikoti, did her M.A and M. Phil in History from
the University of Hyderabad with First class, Twice recipicnt of UGC
Fellowship she completed her Ph. D at the Department of History and
Culture, Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi, With immense
interest in the study of various mission socicties which worked in
Coastal Andhra, and their impact on the Dalits during the 19™ and
20" centuries; She is currently furthering her research in the USA. She

can be contacted at <santim2002@gmail.com>|

[In this article the author gives a complete description on the work of
the American Evangelical Lutheran Mission among the Malas (Dalits)
in Coastal Andhra during the period, 1850-1950. The Malas were
traditionally considered ‘outcastes’ and were deprived of social,
religious, economic and educational resources in the caste-based Hindu
society. The missionaries not only evangelized them but also mediated
substantial social change among them. She asserts that Christianity
was perceived as a ‘social religion’ and Christian missionaries, as
‘social reform agents’ thanks to the socio-economic advancement
achieved by the beneficiaries of the Mission--Malas in particular, and
non-convert Malas and caste people, in general. She concludes that the
birth of a new social consciousness among the Christian Malas of

Colonial Andhra could be attributed to the missionaries who preached

the values of the Gospel and ideas of equality, justice and progress.—
Editor] '

1. Introduction

From the second half of the 19
20" century in India, various Protestant
of change’ where they were engaged in
spread of education, promotion of he
economic upliftment of the native C
Depressed Castes (Dalits).' The work o
have been an ‘alternative m

century through the middle of the
missionary societies acted as ‘agents
activities such as gospel preaching,
alth and creating avenues for the
hristian converts, especially of the
f the Christian missionaries seems to
ethod of social change’ among the Dalits, In this
of the American Evangelical Lutheran Mission




